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Abstract. Ctesias (Decemctesias) iranica sp. n., C. (D.) similis sp. n. and C. (Tiresiomorpha) hajeki sp. n., all from Iran, are
described, illustrated and compared with related species. A new combination C. (D.) maculifasciata (Reitter, 1899) comb. n., for
the species from Turkey and Syria is proposed and a male specimen of this species is illustrated for the first time.

INTRODUCTION

Some basic information about dermestid beetles from Iran were published in papers by Dalla
Torre (1911), Mroczkowski (1968), Sokolov (1972), Zhantiev (1976), Lafer (1992), Hava &
Kalik (1999), Hava (2003, 2004, 2005).

Three expeditions to Iran were undertaken by the Department of Entomology to the National
Museum in Prague in 1970, 1973 and 1977, respectivelly. The basic data about the expeditions,
including detailed description of collecting localities (numbered successively), maps and photos
can be found in Hoberlandt (1974, 1981, 1983). In to present paper, the material of dermestid bee-
tles of the genus Ctesias Stephens, 1830 (Coleoptera: Dermestidae: Megatominae), is discussed.
Recently, some Czech entomologists visited Iran, and an interesting material of Ctesias Stephens,
1830 has been stepwise accumulated. Although not very large, it contains a few rarely collected
species with yet inadequatelly known distribution.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The shades of colours used in the descriptions are classified according to Paclt (1958), integu-
mental structures are named according to Harris (1979). Locality labels of the mentioned material
are cited in the original version. Separate labels are indicated by slashes ( \ ). Remarks of the
author are found in brackets [ ].

Because the size of beetles or their body parts can be useful in species recognition, following
measurements were made:

a) total length — linear distance from anterior margin of pronotum to apex of elytra.

b) elytral width — maximum linear transverse distance.

Specimens of the presently described species are provided with a red, printed label with text as
follows: ,,HOLOTYPE [or PARATYPE] name of taxon sp. n. Jiti Hava det. 2004”.
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Trouhgout the text, the following abbreviations are used:

HNHM Hungarian Natural History Museum, Budapest, Hungary

JHAC author’s collection

JHPC collection Jifi Hajek, Prague, Czech Republic

NMPC National Museum, Prague, Czech Republic
DESCRIPTIONS

The genus Ctesias Stephens, 1830 contains 14 species distributed in the Holarctic and
Afrotropical regions (Hava 2003, 2004). The new species described below belong to the subgen-
era Decemctesias Hava, 2004 and Tiresiomorpha (Pic, 1954). The subgenus Decemctesias differs
from the subgenus Tiresiomorpha by the number of antennomeres; Decemctesias - antennae with
10 antennomeres, Tiresiomorpha - antennae with 11 antennomeres.

Ctesias (Decemctesias) iranica sp. n.
(Figs 1-3)

Type material. Holotype_(J) labelled: ,,S Iran, Sisakht, Dena, 2500-300 m, 13-14.vi.1973“ \
,Loc. No. 241, Exp. Nat. Mus. Praha“ (NMPC). Paratypes: (6 I, 8 $9): the same data as
holotype (10 NMPC, 4 JHAC).

Description. Male. Body length 3.7 mm, maximum width 2.1 mm; cuticle on pronotum black,
elytra brown, ventral surface black; generally large and elongate. Head finely punctate, with
short black pubescence. Palpi entirely brown; pubescence on mentum denser. Median ocellus on
front present. Antennae brown, with 10 antennomeres, antennal club, with 3 antennomeres, termi-
nal antennomere long, with long tip (Fig. 1). Pronotum finely punctate like head with short black
pubescence on the disc and long white-yellow pubescence on lateral parts and posterior angles.
Scutellum triangular, finely punctate as pronotum, without short pubescence. Elytra finely punc-
tate; cuticle dark-brown, with three ill-defined brown fasciae, covered by short, white, pubes-
cence; other parts with short, black pubescence. Legs brown, with white very short pubescence.
Mesosternum and metasternum with short, white pubescence. Prosternal process finely punctate,
narrow, long. Abdominal sternites black, with short, white pubescence. Male genitalia (Fig. 3).
Female externaly similar to male, differes by the structure of antennae (Fig. 2).

Variability. Males body length 3.0-3.7 mm, width 1.9-2.2 mm, females body length 3.2-3.8 mm,
width 1.9-2.2 mm.

Differential diagnosis. The new species externaly similar to C. syriaca Ganglbauer, 1904,
but differs from it the characters mentioned in the following table.

Etymology. The species name is derived from the type locality.
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Ctesias (Decemctesias) similis sp. n.
(Figs 4-6)

Type material. Holotype (&) labelled: ,,E Iran, Deh Bakri, 1700-1750 m, 30.iv-3.v.1973“\ ,,Loc.
No. 186, Exp. Nat. Mus. Praha* (NMPC). Paratypes: (3 3&, 1 Q): the same data as holotype (2
NMPC, 2 JHAC).

Description. Male. Body length 3.8 mm, maximum width 2.1 mm; cuticle on pronotum black,
elytra brown, ventral surface black; generally large and elongate. Head finely punctate, with
short, black pubescence. Palpi entirely brown; pubescence on mentum denser. Median ocellus
on front present. Antennae brown, with 10 antennomeres, antennal club with 3 antennomeres,
terminal antennomere long, with short tip (Fig. 4). Pronotum finely punctate like head, with short,
black pubescence on the disc and long, white-yellow pubescence on lateral parts and posterior
angles. Scutellum triangular, finely punctate as pronotum, without short pubescence. Elytra finely
punctate; cuticle dark-brown with three ill-defined brown fasciae, covered by short, white pubes-
cence; other parts with short, black pubescence. Legs brown, with white very short pubescence.
Mesosternum and metasternum with short, white pubescence. Prosternal process finely punctate,
narrow, long. Abdominal sternites black, with short, white pubescence. Male genitalia (Fig. 6).
Female externaly similar to male, differs by the structure of antennae (Fig. 5).

Variability. Male body length 3.6-3.8 mm, width 1.9-2.1 mm, female body length 4.1 mm, width
2.4 mm.

Differential diagnosis. The new species is externaly very similar to C. iranica sp. n., but differs
from it by the characters mentioned in the following table.

Etymology. The Latin adjective simile (= similar).

Ctesias (Tiresiomorpha) hajeki sp. n.
(Fig. 10)

Type material. Holotype (9) labelled: ,Iran, 21-22.iv.2000, Fars Prov., Zagros Mts., 4 km
S Dasht-E-Arzhan, (29°34'N, 51°56°E), 2000 m*“ \ ,,Iran 2000 Czech Biological Expedition, J.
Hajek & M. Mikat leg.“. (NMPC). Paratypes: (3 @9): the same data as holotype (2 JHAC, 1
JHPC).

Description. Female. Body length 4.1 mm, maximum width 2.2 mm; cuticle on pronotum black,
elytra dark-brown, ventral surface black; generally large and elongate. Head finely punctate, with
short, black pubescence. Palpi entirely brown; pubescence on mentum denser. Median ocellus on
front present. Antennae brown, with 11 antennomeres, antennal club with 3 antennomeres, ter-
minal antennomere long, with short tip (Fig. 10). Pronotum finely punctate like head, with short,
black pubescence on the disc and long, white-yellow pubescence on lateral parts and posterior
angles. Scutellum triangular, finely punctate as pronotum, without short pubescence. Elytra finely
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Figs 1-3. Ctesias (D.) iranica sp. n.: 1- antenna of male; 2- antennal club of female; 3-

aedeagus. 4-6. Ctesias (D.) similis sp. n. : 4- antenna of male; 5- antennal club of female;
6- aedeagus.
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Figs 7-12. Ctesias (D.) syriaca Ganglbauer: 7- antenna of male; 8- antennal club of female;
9- aedeagus; C. (T') hajeki sp. n.: 10- antenna of female; C. (D.) maculifasciata (Reitter,
1899): 11- antenna of male; 12- aedeagus. (all figures without setation).
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punctate; cuticle dark-brown, with three ill-defined brown fasciae, covered by intermixed short,
white and yellow pubescence; other parts with short, black pubescence. Legs brown, with white,
very short pubescence. Mesosternum and metasternum with short, white pubescence. Prosternal
process finely punctate, narrow, short. Abdominal sternites black, with short, white pubescence.
Male unknown.

Variability. Females body length 4.0-4.1 mm, width 2.2-2.4 mm.
Differential diagnosis. The new species externaly is very similar to C. syrica Ganglbauer, 1904,
but differs from it by the eleven-segmented antennae and bicolorous pubescence on fasciae of

elytra.

Bionomy. Bionomy unknown, but all specimens collected on flovers at altitude 2000 m. (J. Hajek
pers. comm.).

Etymology. Patronymic, dedicated to the collector of the new species Jifi Hajek (NMPC).

Table 1. Table of morphology differences of mentioned species.

C.(D.) C.(D.) C. (D.) maculi-| C.(D.) C.(T.)
iranica sp. n. similis sp. n. fasciata (Reitter, | syriaca hajeki sp. n.
1899) comb. n. Ganglbauer, 1904
Antennae with 10 10 10 10 11
antennomeres
Male antennal Terminal Terminal Terminal Terminal
club antennomere antennomere antennomere antennomere
With short tip with long tip with long tip with very short tip
Female antennal | Terminal Terminal Terminal Terminal Terminal
club antennomere antennomere antennomere antennomere with | antennomere with
with short tip with long tip with long tip very short tip short tip
Pubescence on | White White White White White and yellow
elytral fasciae
Prosternal Narrow, long Narrow, long Broad, short Broad, short Long, short
process
Aedeagus Fig. 3 Fig. 6 Fig. 12 Fig. 9
Distribution S Iran E Iran Syria, Turkey Turkey, Syria, Israel | C Iran
NOMENCLATORIAL CHANGE

Ctesias (Decemctesias) maculifasciata (Reitter, 1899) comb. n.
(Figs 11-12)

Trogoderma maculifasciatum Reitter, 1899: 283.
Trogoderma syriacum: Dalla Torre, 1911: 70 (as new name for T. maculifasciatum).
Ctesias syriaca: Hava, 2000: 118 (distribution).

Type material. Holotype Trogoderma maculifasciatum (female): ,,Akbes* [handwritten]\ ,,Tr.
maculifasciatum m. 1899 [handwritten] \ ,,coll. Reitter. Holotype deposited in (HNHM).
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Other studied material. ,,Turkey SO, Hasankeyf, 4.vi.1998, 1 @, M. Snizek lgt., J. Hava
det. 2000 as C. syriaca, (JHAC); ,,Turkey vil. Icel, (Mersin) Goktepe Dagi, Aslanli env., 10-
22.vi.1998, 1 & [J.] Bezdek lgt., (JHAC).

Description of male. Body length 3.1 mm, maximum width 2.0 mm; cuticle on pronotum black,
elytra brown and black, ventral surface black; generally large and elongate. Head finely punctate
with short, black pubescence. Palpi entirely brown; pubescence on mentum denser. Median ocel-
lus on front present. Antennae brown, with 10 antennomeres, antennal club with 3 antennomeres,
terminal antennomere long, with long tip (Fig. 11). Pronotum finely punctate like head, with
short, black pubescence on the disc and long, white pubescence on lateral parts and posterior
angles. Scutellum triangular, finely punctate as pronotum, without short pubescence. Elytra finely
punctate; cuticle black, with three ill-defined brown fasciae, covered with short, white pubes-
cence; other parts with short, black pubescence. Legs: femora black, tibiae brown, with white,
very short pubescence. Mesosternum and metasternum with short, white pubescence. Prosternal
process finely punctate, broad, short. Abdominal sternites black, with short, white pubescence.
Male genitalia (Fig. 12).

Differential diagnosis. C. (D.) maculifasciata (Reitter, 1899) is similar to C. (D.) syriaca
Ganglbauer, 1904, but differs from it by the characters mentioned in the Table. 1.

Remarks. Study of the type material of T maculifasciatum Reitter, 1899 deposited in HNHM
newly classified this species into the genus Cresias Stephens, 1830, subgenus Decemctesias
Hava, 2004. Only females of the species have still been known (Reitter 1899, Hava 2000). Male
of this species is described and illustated for the first time here.

Distribution. Species known from Turkey and Syria.
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