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Abstract. Linda (Linda) tartata sp. nov. from Vietnam (Lam Dong) is described and illustrated. 

INTRODUCTION

Linda Thomson, 1864 was established for Amphionycha femorata Chevrolat, 1852, while 
Miocris Fairmaire, 1902 was described for its type species Miocris nigroscutata Fairmaire, 
1902. Gressitt (1947) treated Miocris Fairmaire, 1902 as a synonym of Linda, and it was 
followed by subsequent authors, such as Gressitt (1951), Breuning (1954), Lin (2015), Lin 
&Yang (2019). It differs from Linda (Dasylinda) by antennomere III not expanded and 
without dense special erect setae. It contains 23 species and 3 subspecies (Tavakilian G. 
(Author) & Chevillotte H. (Software), 2019), all distributed in the Oriental region, with 18 
species / subspecies reported from China and most of them endemic to China (Lin & Yang 
2019). Holzschuh (2013) described two species from Laos. Only three species have been 
reported from Vietnam, L. (L.) annamensis Breuning, 1954, L. (L.) femorata (Chevrolat, 
1852), and L. (L.) tonkinensis Breuning, 1959. In this paper, we described the fourth 
remarkable new species from Vietnam.

MATERIAL AND METHODS

The photographs were taken with a Canon EOS 350D digital camera with the Sigma 
105 mm macro lens and a Canon MP-E 65mm/2.8 1-5× Macrolens on bellows attached to a 
Canon EOS 550D camera. Each photograph was taken as several partially focused images 
and afterwards composed in the Helicon Focus 3.20.2 Pro software. The photographs were 
modified using Adobe Photoshop CC.

Type material is deposited in the private collection of Petr Viktora, Kutná Hora, Czech 
Republic (CPV).

Slash (/) separates data in different rows on locality and determination labels.
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TAXONOMY

Linda (Linda) tartata sp. nov. 
(Figs. 1-4)

Type locality. Vietnam, Lam Dong Province, Da Lat.

Type material. Holotype (♀): ´Vietnam´ / ´Lam Dong´ / ´Da Lat´ / ´iv/2019´, (CPV). The type is provided with a 
printed red label: ´Linda (Linda) tartata sp. nov.´ / ´HOLOTYPUS´ / ´P. Viktora et M.-Y. Lin det., 2019´.

Description. Habitus of female holotype as in Fig. 1. Body length (from head to elytral 
apex) 16.15 mm, widest in three quarters elytral length from base to apex (3.3 mm), 4.9 
times longer than wide. Body matte black, apical third of elytra orange.

Head black (middle of ventral part orange), matte, with small orange spots near eyes, 
in middle between eyes and on midline (Figs. 3 and 4). Surface with black pubescence and 
pale pubescence in midline of frons, near the eyes and near antennal insertions (Figs. 3 and 
4). Head partly with long black setae. Head widest through the eyes, slightly narrower than 
pronotum at widest place. Eyes dark and large, deeply emarginate. Dorsal surface of head 
with distinct punctation (sparser in middle), punctures relatively large and coarse, between 
punctures with distinct microgranulation. Clypeus apically paler, almost glabrous. Labrum 
almost glabrous, blackish brown, with a few punctures with long setae inside. Mandibles 
black, glabrous.

Maxillary palpus pale yellow with short pale setation, penultimate palpomere slightly 
darker, ultimate palpomere conicaly-shaped, dark with darker setation.

Antennae matte black, antennomeres IV-XI narrow, filiform, antennomeres I-III wider 
apically than antennomeres IV-XI. Antennae punctate by dense small-sized punctation, 
covered by dark recumbent pubescence, antennomeres I-IV with long dark setae on inner 
side, denser than in antennomeres V-VIII, which have only a few dark setae. Antennomere 
II shortest, scape (antennomere I) longest. Ratios of relative lengths of antennomeres I-XI 
subequal to: 1.08 : 0.28 : 1.00 : 0.92 : 0.85 : 0.79 : 0.66 : 0.62 : 0.63 : 0.57 : 0.65.

Pronotum short, broad (approximately 1.3 times wider than long), slightly tuberculate 
at sides, with a middle slightly swollen above, matte black, with short and dense dark 
pubescence and sparse dark long setation in basal two thirds. Dorsal surface with irregular 
granulation and punctuation, punctures larger than in head (Fig. 3).

Scutellum trapezoidal-shaped with narrower apex, blackish brown, slightly paler than 
elytra, shiny, covered by sparse recumbent black pubescence.

Elytra long and narrow, 12.17 mm long and 3.3 mm wide (3.68 times longer than wide), 
matte, black with orange apical third. Dorsal surface with short dark pubescence, in black 
parts with distinct rows of large punctures, distinctly larger than those in pronotum. Apical 
orange part with indistinct rows of smaller punctures than those in black part. Elytral 
interspaces between rows of punctures with microgranulation. Suture slightly elevated. Apex 
of each elytron distinctly roundly excised with short spines in sutural and lateral angles.

Legs relatively short, black, with dense small-sized punctuation, covered by dark dense 
pubescence. Femora in ventral side narrowly pale yellow with pale pubescence. Tibiae club-
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Figs. 1-4. Linda (Linda) tartata sp. nov.: 1- female holotype, dorsal view; 2- female holotype, ventral view; 3- head 
and pronotum, dorsal view; 4- head, frontal view.
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shaped apically, protibiae with dark long setae in outer side, mesotibiae slightly excised in 
outer side. Metatarsomere I shorter than following two tarsomeres combined.

Ventral side of body black, matte, coxae partly orange, apex of ultimate ventrite orange, 
with a middle groove. Ventral side of body with indistinct irregular punctuation and 
granulation. Elytral epipleura narrow, black in basal half, orange in apical half.

Male. Unknown.

Differential diagnosis. The new species can be easily distinguished from other species of 
subgenus Linda by antennae, pronotum, two thirds of elytra and legs all black. It is similar 
to Linda nigroscutata ampliata Pu, 1993 by the black and orange elytra, but can be easily 
distinguished from it by black head and pronotum and much slender elytra with emarginate 
apex.  

Etymology. From Latin tartatus (it means “infernal”).

Distribution. Vietnam (Lam Dong).

A KEY TO SPECIES OF LinDA (LinDA) THOMSON, 1864 FROM VIETNAM

1   Pronotum totally black, head mostly black with some tiny orange spots; scutellum mostly black; elytra with 
basal two thirds black while apical third orange ................................................. Linda (Linda) tartata sp. nov.

1’   Pronotum and head totally orange or at most with some black spots; scutellum orange; elytra totally black or 
totally orange (at most with few black maculae .................................................................................................2

2   Elytra orange; pronotum orange with some black spots on disc ................  L. (L.) annamensis Breuning, 1954
2’  Elytra black; pronotum orange without black spots on disc ..............................................................................3
3   Basal three antennomeres totally black, antennomeres IV to XI with narrow white rings at base  ....................

......................................................................................................................  L. (L.) femorata (Chevrolat, 1852)
3’   Scape totally black, antennomeres II to VIII with orange rings at base (mostly orange for antennomeres III to 

V, with black apical rings), last three antennomeres black .........................  L. (L.) tonkinensis Breuning, 1959
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